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I &0 miMtor of CcatnX anteUlfiWMt 
teputjr oinstor (igtnWgiaw) 
ttoiaMtmed ya^riBa 

(ft) lUsqusAt of tfa« Eftr^tov of 10 Coeoaftwr JuSZ 
|b) Iteo fraa a:^/^ to Alzoetar ftiiitoft 10 fisopbor A9S3 


1» Tursiasat- to too roquoat of tbo l)lSfoetor« t&o follogteg oaspCUXl^, 
eatisa of Ssfosoaeo (b) tsA rovioir oT tbo ottsraat oltoatioo is oObalttM* 
A prFl1ir.tr.nry rovioo of the USA? iimatl£ptioa of tftXs nftjeet Isaa beoft 
cQSLpIotod. Vllh renyvot to tfto receat laeidesto ftovaanteft i& Ksroraneo 
(b), ftfdltlc^ lAfoassotiea boo te«o obtaisad vftioU Is n^peadsd oa 

A tiri^ to Air TeehsleeX Xatellieesoft Center v«s cs^ m TriAey^ 
22 iSecesber by AD/Slp Sr* U:ibe?ceaai (ccsuuataac), ead^» ?» C*. 

Surcat. (pperaticas Steff/SX)^ IX^rls^ tSilft- visit thr O/^ fro^iaur 
briefed oa tbe current ctotUa of tae IrAveatltscico/ eal copies of SdXootod 
O&se sttkUes osd promos reports v»r« obtsl o d* Mtcsial JBftft bcea 

c^fce^x;cat2y studied la detcI2» 

3* gbero fttiU o:id.sto tu> reasoaaLblo evidesce that Uss objects 
slj[$itod are cf forel^ crifia* Utile tccre Is od ludleatloa t&ot these 
objects reprsse&t a direct threat to the ostlocal der<«ss, tcero are 
certclr potential dtoAsrs vhich are related to tirsse slt;atls£ 5 * As a 
result cT the trip acd tCese eaccXuslcos^ O/cI la 3 ;r$ceedios vltb plans 
to coevese a group (trcsebly not acre t&ca three}^ cf top level coasult* 
oats isL the fields or pujrslcs (redar efid upper atooss^»re), es'^phyelca 
and astrcccs^y, to revlev the evldea(» oael reoccsaoad.vltft rc:^peet to; 


objects* 


tethcdology of ixxveatl£atlca of v s ld e attflcd flyla$ 


b* Zcatraeatatioo to obtain data In future 


e* 

, objdeto« 


Methods of xtpid Idea ti flcfttloft of UAldeft^;:^C^^l flyias 


d« Seslroblllhr fenr oooveniss of a lercer paaaX* 

' ' t 

Vs are deferring for the preasat tUe doareaies of a lavtse peael cf divers* 
aciectlf ie lf:tereste for a dotatlcrd rericit of the eubstoatlye aepeets of 
the prcbXea heesuse of Ibsufrielont and iDCOsgdetfrdcto* 


Approved .for Release 
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I* rostoa Wctutwe. Tgjiwatca, Dtagi * 

« • 

aio CS90 ISTOlTQs t!m clcjitlsiz osA pbol^apephing (iMftrhresa tUa) 
of tea brl£ht ll^tm canda^ cerass tte ety ea 2 July 3^!^ la :ro3e:> f orsa» 
•tion. Source io a Ciaief ^ti^T^dser^a l^te^ vitil 17 yc&rs pisoto- 
ea^rlmea* Sbe local tlsa mm 11X0} veatber coTflltJrrTB 
dtutzTp so cicada* Objects appeared to te ’'cilUog oboot* iddle traveling 
la a ^sterly dtreetloa eexosa the 8)qr« Souroa vsn drivtas aXoag tbs 
toc3L >C:s3 tSm 8 l 4 l:t&a$ oceusxod* Ho atcr^ped tba iesr asd j^fciotoc;rapbed 
tho erg g fe Vito Isis paraessl cassre* Scvsrd the ead of the cne 

object s^psntad ftts the zest asd reraned eotarse aeroas the shy* 

Statas g ATIO Shato^ar^ilbde leibcaratoror catealastlqa of the files zesulted 
la foUeviss ceselusiasss 

• a« 10 Gihjaatsy all dlto la psnreae a t ead siw« . 

b* Soeldedly l^pzobahle that they «» blzde or hallasao» 

•e*- SaoMst Bstare cesset be detdR±aed> because thsy are 
visible oaly as gaall spots cf lipht* It em be dedacea^ how«> 
ers7i that they esns eltaer caa-spboslcal in ohsta cad siallsr 
to bri£^t natal la rafleetanca or else texisbly sdr-luticoas# 
Chjeets vhlch foUev sialte coorses shov cisdl&r bn^htsess 
fisetustloss vhlch amid be caused by their taking Hicbt 

ettltudes* 


d* Apporsatly a coordinaticn of smsesat to saeae extent 
CMS5 these objects* Sboy sees to sore la fossatlosa tdsleh ere 
prebshly 3«diaBgalaoel la arzesseaeet* 


e# She tu 
curree la space* 


ouseaet fUsht paths oonslstiss of ishea* 


f * She sln^ ohjisct vhidbi zerarsed cosrse retained 

rgarsrr.wZy tcilTora ia brlfhtcsss* . Xt rcoiovrd a nesrly etzaisht 
line path vlth resscnthle uaif cssxtty of sotloo at an aagilsrr 
Tdocity of aboat (Ihls is nrqfaiTjilcat to the 

fcdlnving speeds: 57 z?3h CpOO yoxdn; sph G ICOO yards; 

375 U3C00 yards; Tin> syh dlO^OCTJ yards;’ cta»)» 

• ^ * , .• ‘ , 4* ‘ 

d* It vs-ild probably be astrers^ly difficBlt to isdtnte 
this photd£rsph7 freuetuXest purposes* • 

Shin rila is curmtly voder axaainntiea ty the U. S* Usstj Bsoto Zntcr<* 
pretetloa Ishomtory* Anseostlaft £0<;iaated ccs^pletion date; 15 Jeaunry 
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E* ftrm Vrct:x^ ltl3 eng. Idnagtcaa My 7ctcc 

r-ygp3^ 

Klia a.t3litjLit£ ctcuixad t>ja nl;*Sxt of 1C-»U Octoifcsr 1322 frsa 2300 to 
0300 lotisi tSo 9 $ oVttsTvtffr^ ct: vcctSmr Atatlxia at tJieso Aibf Force 

Bscea» '^e doscrl^ea of tLta vaa "clvcuXor orca^ cfbjsat vltii 

feesf g f c o B. lifhte ness^^.'* ^Stc^oXlto al£^:stis;;e of CASVStisa azl«* 

v^RTO orbtaiaea* Veatbar vas cXccr* , 

Str.tua ; A eoespsrlftQa of ctrserveA eain&tt:o end elcv&tloso cf tbo 

db^»fft vlth tile calculated positlba end rnXetlvo sottsa of tho 
plrnist ^u^iter Icevo littia do:»t t£uLt otserred dhject viis ectuaUy 
^^pdter* • , - 

3 * ^Ir^tiara of ft Strcsig Cbjget in Flcrida 

Xtis -sza reported »; Ccoutssetcr to.hoTe ccetsrrcd at 

2150 local tloe oa 1? Auc^t 2f 5^ nenr Vest Fain Bco:dij^ FIsrdda* Aceosrd* 
Ir^ to tl!0 otszy tbs Boiursa ves dsdv2&4* eloa^ d^ertd^rssd la 

1:13 ccr^ toj^ctlacp vlth fecr X07 Sccute* Slshtlag a stresGs KcJit^ esnree 
st qpj g ed tte enr^ caaticned the to reltj cod estored tta polaastto 
te da r tygtfth elrr^^* V2:da he did not zotonx In c fs? slrcstasy end vltnese^* 
Ira ecse etpsros it the vlclaitF of the ceoatearte?^ the hosrs ^'cnt 

for rctumlsK vltli a depst^ sheriff* !&d seouteastcr o^corc-d^ 
lordly fri^trred^ zll^txz^ 'burred ca the forcnzns* Ills story voo t^o.t 
bs Ini coca a lcr,r:9 clrsulrr object about oS^t loot over Slid bead i^lcbt 
bad relemed a *'firs tali'* uMcb descended on Sib»* Ws stated that he hed 
thretn tlsr^?lf i?oa tie sreuri end ''bl&cUcd oat** 23:ere vers various 
otb^rr cihrcidcrics to tie story* Ule cajy vea lioasd end scnplca 

or cross tghgg ifea the inaaiiate vicinity of tte? ^slgJittr^ differed 
otrur^aiy in ajpaccrems f rca ssu^Xes Td ysrda assy« 

fit^SlS* tict'^r-nd c? the course ieiXeates on urtsaray poroonol 
rcpumtlca arl cri::iuil record, resuXtlsa in the belief that the report 
any hers Iccn aa elcbcrate i^eccs* Uc:;evcri tha taxasuoX ccsciltlca of the 
ersas cmples Is currently uccsc^lcls^d* Shis lUot, to^athar vXth other 
osposts of the cane, lacve fl&al datszsds&tissi in dorjbs at thin tics* 
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 
DPCRATIONS RESEARCH OFFICE 
S410 coNNKerteuT AvcNtis 
CHnnr Chase* marviano 

12 December 19^2 * ' 


TttCmoM* 

OtlVS#A3Da 


Ct*. K. F- Robortsos 
Cosnos (H.ub 

2X7X Kcsscchusetts Ave«j R. 
Yfoshtn£;tcnj D* C« 

Dear H* ?.: 


V. 


L2^- 


Here is that article you Eientioned Xrca the Yori»r% tdiich I 
found nost iu'srestizis^ and iafomative; I have listed a fesr 
itens yhidi i^c^eised to ne to need Ibrther diseussiou: 

patrol Caneras 


?3Lca 


Fred **?hlpple at Harvard has had considerable experience In develop^ 

and using: emal? equatoricUy mounted cameras* These dre e^^sed 
for ^several ho:v> 5 t*a»ugh a rotating seetoTj and a meteor trail as 
a series of ci a background of starsj thus providing the meteor’s 

augalar veloci :;: • Id many cases t^4o such easseras are use<^ separated by 
several riles, so that the space track of the meteor can be derived. 

As I x;/eall, meteor patrcl cameras have been used in the vicinity 
of Boston and southern lie:: Ijerdco only. A31 the photographs are pre- 
served, and I an sure there i^ve been no unidentified objects of zxty 
type to date. A possible rjodifieation of this technique uhieh tfculd 
provide rare cor^ete ec’.'cnge is to use the Chreenstein-Kei^y td.de- 
an^e oanera, :rhich photographs 1£0^ of the sky at once. Such a camera 
is in use at the ferkes Ccaexratory and is reported most recently in a 
paper by Sharpless and Cstsrbrcok in the Astrophyslctl Jonmalt !?&• 

The rajor dirficulty of operation tfould be changing the film, ubicdi 
night be rade autoratic. 

Another use of cameras could be on selected gzvmad radar scopes. 
Possibly* such a camera should be kept in stand-by status and triggered by 
the operatcr ’jhsa unidentified objects are on the screen. 

The issue of li^ht, hand-lnld cameras to aircraft pilots is another 
f&ir possibility noted in the Hey Yorker article. 

Study of Csrrzmi cations Systems 

One cf cur CI^C projects Is under tai;ing such a study, and has col- 
lected a large amount cf literature. The British Arry Operational Re- 
search Gi'cup has made several studies of air raid reporting systeins as 
used in c::crciscs, uhich shoe.; t!ic distortion and "noise*’ introduced in 
ary reporting system* There is a possibility of obtaining comparable 
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2>r* Scbcrtscn 


12 i)dceaber 1^52 


data on false alams to flro departsnnts and *Xlaps” in aeveral rdlltar^ 
slti&atlons (such as !Torth Al^a in 19ti2)* I hsve been iatrigiod ?ilth 
the eleetronie aaalosue of a eeanardeatiiins tsjttm uLth feedback* Tne 
circunstaaces leadizis to instabili^ of such* a SQrsten might be neasttred 
if ^ :.ir^e theory can be postuletcdj e«n«» if eonethlog analogoaa to 
izipedanes of the ctrcolt detenalnea instability* 

Kass Psroholoty • 

It Is clear that a’eir^le statenent has not and uiU not cooviiice * 
the public* A paychologist may have sene theoretical frsoeuotk in \dilch 
past **ilaps» of this kind can be analysed and the results extended to 
the present difficulty* 

Oenaral Reouirenent 

It asens to me that the major difficulty as present is the lack: of 
a veH«-defined attitude among respcnsible officialst either there is or 
there is not convincing evidence of significaat shenonsna* 16 resolve 
this qaestlcn. It* xssxst be decided In advance vh&t level of ecogOLetenesa 
is necessary in e^qplainlng reports^ and vhat indications of hostile intent 
are necessary to m^e reported objects of ii!g»rtance* Zt mi^t h^p 
to point out the differeros bets-men open-mindedness and indecision^ and to 
suggest some level of credulity balor^ which reports will not even be con* 
sidered. ^ 

Dr* Aden B. lielnel -;hc is an assistant professor of astropt^rsics 
et the lerkes Observatory, tJho has bean ccnccmed tilth the photogpraphy 
of enrora and who has designed eonplex wide-angle cameras for the Air 
Force under a subcontract -ilth Boston University, might be helpfUl in 
discussion cf cameras noted above and of auroral {^nomena* However, 
the Air Force authorities here hsve no record of his clearance* Xf 
you are Interested in him, we could ask him ly telephone what his eloarance 
Is and with what organization* 

fours sincerely, 

Thornton Page 
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FOSU * TKia Dlrestar or CoatnU 3^tcUiSPoeft 

£lIvaU2II: tc^ty Pireetog (intclXice^) 

5UDJSC7: IMdsa.tt»ed Fl^^isg Objects 

KS72iZ:::SZi Bsquast or the Dlseetosr of 10 reeessbier 


Xm !Sbe roUovlns o cuzrary or tlie cucxeat eXtaa t l o a vltU ree^- 
poet to tztrestli^&tlsa of laid&ntiflcd flylas objects* Beeeot 
incidents inelvdei . . - , * * f c 

« • • ^ ^ 

a* Kcvles c£ taa (iC) tsddeatlfi«d fljrlns oibieets '■ ■ - ^ '. 
c- tb« Issis 9f sfitstaX pteweaga. or leoia Igfpes 
or olrezcfSl^ ssar Sraaestea, Uiea, ea 2 AOp .....'* 

* ^ • 

. A 'very tsrlUisot txoiaeotarieA XXg^1^ over the coaeh 
of ISstse foir etest fotsr bc*urs en the oiebt cT 10-U October* 

Bt a tel^t ccz^i; te:t to be tvo or tSunce* Usee xlsst ebteb esa 

"be sastaloffd by factis davlse» . - 

, * * . • a 

e. AUc^ed esatset vlth a dsvles C3 t!» crotasS la 
Plorl^ late tUis susacr v2ileb Ictt scat prsssatly iaaaqiXt.lntd 
efter-eirects* ••..'■ 


ino-c 


do Cussrccs ether eiebtiese of U^ts or cbjeets vhlch 
‘ either In coaf i^nur&xloa or pTrfcnsaee do not reseshXe e^x 
* Isovn a&rieX vehicle or eag^Xalnc&le n&'^srel p2»acsss&» 

Fn rurtberaace of the 2AC estlcm oa ttecrrV er> O/SX hae beest 
Vorl:3x. 5 vith i:r« H* P* ^chertsoat consultant (fosouur Director of Heseareh^ 
VSXC}^ toL^ard establishing a peneX of top selcntlstc ecd engineers in the 
fields of estr:^h):sles> nuclear enercx> eleetxoaies^ etc.> to reviev this 
. aituatlca* Vaolehcerted ccopemxloo hes teea i:s:rurc4 by ^/USIF esd AXIC^ 
ezid u visit l»y nu/31, Ibr* Jfbbertsca^ acd\^^!hrca cf Cl/to jiXXC In 
plonned for Friday* It Is hoped to ornsnlsS^ the ps;eel ex& tssdertsltc 
sidjstcatlve scleutiTlc review of tMs subject vltUa the next two to 
three veehs* 


\r 'a - V . • ‘k? ^ . -j?r 


Sletrlbctlca: ' ' y^- 

E>/I - 1 / 

0?3S/SI - X 

Prod/si - X 
AD/SI - 2 


Asalsteat Circetor 
Selentlflo XatolXlsenea . •:/•• 


CSI:BLC/ntv (l03sc52) 
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WExaunjcw fch Racoan 

SOBJB2T* TIiiid«Btified FlTing Objects 
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1 * At 1C15 hoars toda^ I talked by. td^rhoae with 
Ca^staia Bayard J* Ruppelt {Chief, Aerial PhenosMa Branch, 
Anklyais Mvlaion, ATXC). The purpose of tihe can vas to 
detanaiae if Captain Knppelt would be In Washington during^the 
xi«A few days so that he ttight »eet wi;th Dr.'Kdberts^* 
if there had been any developawnt# in the U 3 Bastone“rresqtts Isle 
case. 

2, Captain Rnppelt stated that he had put in a request to 
eCQs to Washington list week but that he 

a Boas*' in getting away and he Intlisated that his intentica to 
specifically visit Cli nay have been the difficulty. 3y oblique 
references it was datarsineitbat ColoadL Donald 1. Bower tChief^ 
Analysis Division? was blscldcg his trip. Kotei If this is 
true, it is difficult to xmaerstand since Colonel Bower, in 
discussions xdth 2. Tauss and nyself on 25 Bovoaber, indicated 
ccmrlete villii^ess far eooperatloa. Buppslt stated that he 
vccid try again and hersd to ba in Washington next weeSc. I 
gave no indication of the agre^ents reached on this subject in 
the liC neeting on 4 Decenber. 

3 , Regarding the Haestone—rresque Isle case. Captain 
Rappslt renortod that the observation is suspected of being the 
pl^et Satiipn. A sighting of Saturn with the sane theodolite 
will be Bade within the nasrt few days. An ejnstlmtion of this 
data with possible theodolite reading errors should in^cate 
whether the sighting cefuld conceivably have been of this planefc. 
I find it difficult to believe that the aoonq of -Saturn could 

be »s «2 visibly* . • ' 

4 , Captsds Sunnelt stated that he had a package of 
enalvses and reparts which he desired to hava C/SI st^ and 

. was T>T»-TCTiT^ g to hand-carry to Washington.. I wenbioned ttet 
sreaecne fron O/SI night bo nakins a trip to ATIC within pe 
pext veek or so. Euppclt stated that he would be pleased to 


If- 


i.: 




